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A board shows a prospective route for the proposed South
County Connector on display at a Trailnet meeting on May 8,
2013. (KMOX/Michael Calhoun)
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MAPLEWOOD (KMOX) - St. Louis County is
pressing forward with plans for a four-lane,
divided roadway connecting mid and south-
county, despite a growing chorus of South
County Connector critics.

Maplewood’s City Council earlier this month
officially came out against the proposal and Great
Rivers Greenway last week expressed expensive

concerns about what’s now being branded as a
“boulevard.”

David Wrone, spokesman for the St. Louis
County Department of Highways and Traffic says

the county is undeterred.

“We are looking at this as a regional benefit. Maplewood is looking at it
on more of a micro level,” he told KMOX News. “If we required a
hundred percent support nothing would get built, ever. We would be a
grassy series of hills and plains.”

It would cut through Maplewood and Shrewsbury the most.

AUDIO: Maplewood Assistant City Manager Anthony Traxler joins
KMOX’s Mark Reardon:
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Communities Concerned, Criticize
Proposed South County Connector
Michael Calhoun (@michaelcalhoun, mrcalhoun@cbs.com)
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Maplewood’s letter to St. Louis County claimed that as many as 36
businesses in the Deer Creek Shopping Center and Big Bend
Industrial Court would be displaced because of the South County
Connector. The road would also wipe out a railroad bridge used by
Union Pacific.

The lanes of traffic would ‘fly over’ the shopping center’s parking lot,
which Maplewood says “would void all remaining leases which would
kill the center,” which was just revitalized with a $37 million investment,
including tax increment financing.

Maplewood believes the county’s cost estimate of $110 million is
“woefully underestimated.”

Both Maplewood and Great Rivers Greenway are concerned with the
road’s pedestrian and bike accommodations. Maplewood says the
construction would “cripple” its 2009 Walkable/Bikeable Community
Plan and foil efforts to win a Bike Friendly Community Award.

The letter: “We do not believe that the No Build option was properly
vetted as an alternative and should be reconsidered on the basis that
the same amount of funding put into bike a pedestrian improvements
in the same footprint would accomplish the same goals of reducing
traffic, promoting mass transit use, and improve safety.”

Great Rivers sent a note of its own to the highway department, saying
the Connector could neutralize $27 million in investments the
organization has made to pedestrian and bike infrastructure on the
River Des Peres Greenway and the Deer Creek Greenway.

“We would really like to see a connection that incorporates
pedestrians, bicycles and motor vehicle use,” Susan Trautman,
executive director of Great Rivers Greenway told KMOX. “The South
County Connector could be a really great example of multimodal
transportation where people can walk, ride their bikes, use their cars.”

But Wrone pours cold
water on her comment.

“We want to provide a
much need boulevard for
cars and trucks,” he said,
while also stressing that
“bike ridership is important
to us.

“But I want to say we are
in the business of
providing safe and efficient
necessary motor vehicle
driving pavement. We’re a
highway department, not a
bicycle department.”
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THE DEMAND

St. Louis County,
according to the pair of
letters, is using traffic data
from 2005 and 2006 to
justify building the road,
while also acknowledging
that it would cause
bottlenecks on Hanley Rd.
which don’t currently exist.

Great Rivers suggests
using more recent figures
from the East-West
Gateway Council of
Governments, which
demonstrates that St.
Louisans are driving less.
From 2007 through 2011, the data shows a 4.5 percent decrease in
miles driven in St. Louis County.

Wrone responded that the roadway has been on the county’s drawing
board for at least two decades, and for good reason.

“Anybody who is not vested in this who has to drive from Clayton to
south city on a daily basis would tell you that it is not a convenient or
not an even remotely pleasant drive,” he said.

Wrone said the South County Connector is a completely separate
project than an I-170 southern extension, and would not alleviate
reasons for extending the interstate.

County Executive Charlie Dooley, meantime, told KMOX News that the
“highway” is necessary, for the same reasons.

“We know we can’t use the 170 anymore, because that goes right into
a parking lot, so that won’t happen,” he explained. “We still need
alternative routes from Clayton to south county and this is the best we
have to do.”

The Connector would parallel the recently-completed, billion-dollar
MetroLink light rail cross-county line.

“Just because you have one doesn’t mean you don’t need the other,”
Dooley said on that. “We need both. We need better highways, we
need more light rail transportation. We need to do all the things.”

During public comment periods, Maplewood notes that none of the
proposed alternatives for routes garnered more than 10 percent
support, which city leaders say is an indication of lack of popular
support. Wrone said that interactions with citizens at hearings was
overwhelmingly positive.

There is no funding secured and the plan is not yet final.
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FROM AROUND THE WEB
13 Things Your Pizza Guy Won’t Tell You
(Reader's Digest)

10 Things You Should Never Buy at Garage
Sales (Reader's Digest)

Treasure Trove of Classic Chevys Discovered
(Bloomberg)

No Support: 8 Celebrities Who Agree With
The Zimmerman Verdict (Bossip)

Teen Sentenced to Prison for Texting-While-
Driving Death (Web2Carz)

5-year-old Birthday Girl Left Overnight at
Chuck E Cheese (itsybitsysteps)

WE RECOMMEND
St. Louis Man Sentenced for Role in Cocaine
Ring

Real Estate Mogul Killed in Home Near Town
& Country, Wife Charged

Bill Would Give Schools Power to Veto
Student Transfers

Police: Beer Spilled, Argument, Man Killed

Man Shot While Walking

St. Louis Policeman Shoots, Injures Unarmed
Man

Programming Note: St. Louis City alderman Scott Ogilve will join
KMOX’s Mark Reardon on Wednesday to discuss traffic impacts for
residents along the River Des Peres and also how the roadway would
pave over a portion of a St. Louis City park.

KMOX © Copyright 2013 CBS Radio Inc. and its relevant subsidiaries.
CBS RADIO and EYE Logo TM and Copyright 2012 CBS Broadcasting
Inc. Used under license. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.

Face Lift Without
Painful Surgery

Top 9 Retirement
Questions

Teachers HATE Him &
Professors HATE Him

Recommended by

8 9Switch Share View Comments

http://www.rd.com/slideshows/13-things-your-pizza-guy-won%E2%80%99t-tell-you/
http://www.rd.com/slideshows/10-things-you-should-never-buy-at-garage-sales/
http://www.bloomberg.com/video/treasure-trove-of-classic-chevys-discovered-Q7NcHol~TbGVui9osP1l0g.html
http://bossip.com/806087/8-celebrities-who-agree-with-the-zimmerman-verdict39204/
http://www.web2carz.com/trends/offline/1022/teen-sentenced-to-prison-for-texting-while-driving-death
http://itsybitsysteps.com/5-year-old-birthday-girl-left-overnight-at-chuck-e-cheese/
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/07/19/st-louis-man-sentenced-for-role-in-cocaine-ring/
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/07/18/stabbing-town-and-country-homicide/
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/07/19/bill-schools-veto-student-transfers/
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/07/18/man-killed-beer-car/
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/07/20/man-shot-while-walking/
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/07/21/police-shooting-in-south-st-louis/
http://www.skincaresearch.com/skin-tightening-secrets/?utm_source=contextin&utm_medium=FaceLiftWithout&utm_term=marks&utm_content=skin-tight&utm_campaign=21_34649
http://www.skincaresearch.com/skin-tightening-secrets/?utm_source=contextin&utm_medium=FaceLiftWithout&utm_term=marks&utm_content=skin-tight&utm_campaign=21_34649
http://www.ask.com/ans?qsrc=999&o=5319&l=dir&an=Contextin&ad=mktg&q=Plan+to+retire+from+work%3F&gc=1
http://www.ask.com/ans?qsrc=999&o=5319&l=dir&an=Contextin&ad=mktg&q=Plan+to+retire+from+work%3F&gc=1
http://affiliate.gmtracker.com/rd/r.php?sid=1430&pub=300816&c1=&c2=&c3=
http://affiliate.gmtracker.com/rd/r.php?sid=1430&pub=300816&c1=&c2=&c3=
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/06/18/communities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector/#
http://ct1.addthis.com/static/r07/tweet026.html#
http://twitter.com/#search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fstlouis.cbslocal.com%2F2013%2F06%2F18%2Fcommunities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector%2F
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/06/18/communities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector/#
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/06/18/communities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector/#
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/06/18/communities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector/#
https://www.facebook.com/jim.britton.585
http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/06/18/communities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector/#comments


7/23/13 12:48 PMCommunities Expressing Public Concern Over South County Connector « CBS St. Louis

Page 5 of 6http://stlouis.cbslocal.com/2013/06/18/communities-expressing-public-concern-over-south-county-connector/

3 comments

Leave a message...

NewestNewest CommunityCommunity !!  ""ShareShare

Reply

Jay Dee •  14 days ago

The article says it all. The drive between South County and Clayton is unbearable.

And, it needs to stay that way. We need to stop being enablers. If people want to

conduct business and work in Clayton, they should live nearer Clayton. No one's

tax dollars should be spent to enable someone to live that far from where they

work. If they want to do that, one of the prices they should pay is a miserable

commute. I'm not saying we have to discourage people from moving out from the

city's core, but we certainly shouldn't encourage it and most definitely shouldn't

fund it.

 % &

Reply

McDonnell Dino •  a month ago

This is nothing new but a different political approach.

Municipalities south of the old Inter-belt now I-170 have been fighting the

southward extension from the late 1960’s. I wish reporters would do their

homework and tell the full story.

 % &

Reply

DudeSTL •  a month ago

This is not a good idea.

 % &
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