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Proposed South County thoroughfare no
relief to some

Southbound drivers on Interstate 170 don’t run into a true dead end. Think of it more as a shopping

opportunity.

The so-called inner-belt highway dumps onto Highway 40 (Interstate 64) right at the doorstep of

the Brentwood Promenade shopping center. Motorists not keen on taking Highway 40 turn off at

Eager Road, adding to an already congested scene on surrounding streets. Some of the traffic winds

up on residential streets that weren’t designed to handle it,

officials say.

St. Louis County leaders abandoned the idea of extending I-

170 south beyond Highway 40 in the 1990s. That’s when the

late County Executive George R. “Buzz” Westfall — the

primary mover and shaker of an extended 170 — withdrew his

support of the $600 million idea in 1997. Foes predicted it

would displace homeowners and businesses and divide

communities.

Fast-forward to 2013. St. Louis County is now talking about

building a four-lane, $110 million “connector” that would

extend from Hanley Road at Deer Creek Plaza to River Des

Peres Boulevard, near Watson Road. There’s no money in the

bank to build it. But county officials are working on

preparations. The latest is an environmental study.

“This has been on the books for years and years,” said Sheryl

L. Hodges, director of the St. Louis County’s Department of

Highways and Traffic and Public Works.

Smoothing out the traffic jams will require more than just

retiming traffic lights, Hodges said. The plan also would

address safety concerns in the corridor, she added.

The so-called South County Connector, officials say, would

displace up to eight families and 21 businesses, according to
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the report. About 40 to 43 acres would have to be acquired.

Last week, the county invited local residents to a public

hearing in Shrewsbury to look at a bunch of easels arrayed

inside a gymnasium. St. Louis County employees were on

hand to answer questions. Residents had a chance to sound

off, both in writing and through testimony taken down by a

court reporter.

“I think it’s an effort on the part of St. Louis County to get the

South County Connector built that they were never able to

do,” said Rick Bonasch, who opposes the idea. “It’s as simple

as that.”

Bonasch, who lives in St. Louis Hills, said the county wants to

deal with the morning and afternoon congestion in the little

“maze” around Marshall, Hanley and Shrewsbury roads.

While it will take cars off neighborhood streets in

Shrewsbury, it will put more cars on neighborhood streets in

south St. Louis, he said.

Ann Rivers Mack, chief executive officer for Trailnet, said that

while the corridor merits attention, the county plan fails to

connect to public transportation and the Great Rivers

Greenway trail system.

“We aren’t against a project,” she said. “We’re just saying to

spend $110 million for a road of this design isn’t

acknowledging that voters just taxed ourselves three times in

a little more than a decade. Once for transit. And twice for

Great Rivers Greenway. That’s a clear message that any road

that’s built or redesigned must accommodate people walking,

biking and getting to transit.”

Hodges said the plan does account for bicyclists and

pedestrians. By pulling cars off neighborhood streets, she

said, it helps to make the going smoother for cyclists and

walkers.

Others who live with traffic congestion in this part of the

county think the connector project has merit.

Rick Berra, of Arnold, doesn’t think the county is going far

enough. In an interview outside the public meeting, he said

the road should go all the way to Manchester. Three lanes

each way. Or two lanes each way, with a turn lane.

“I’d say there are traffic problems,” said Berra, whose mother

lives on Murdoch Avenue. “Will this address some of them?

Yes. Enough? Not in my opinion.”

St. Louis County is taking comments on the necessary

environmental documents until July 19. If you want to look at

the project and weigh in, you can do so online at the project’s

website, www.southcountyconnector.com.

NO MORE ‘511’ HOTLINE

The Missouri Department of Transportation pulled the plug

on the 511 travel information hotline in the St. Louis area last

week.

The service began six years ago in anticipation of the

Highway 40 (Interstate 64) reconstruction. It allowed drivers

http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/poplar-street-bridge-will-be-a-rough-ride-for-a/article_7ff429e9-2f0f-539a-ba4c-2b88dd6e6879.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/ferry-closures-result-in-longer-commutes-when-rivers-rise/article_86df411f-e5d0-5c76-8f4a-f5008f8c0859.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/opposition-builds-to-south-county-connector-proposal/article_1143cb25-a281-515e-ba21-e02d59b92c9a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/st-louis-county-needs-to-rethink-south-county-connector-project/article_4eacc898-8908-5e3c-aa2c-5079e38e2097.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/trailnet-chief-to-step-down-this-fall/article_e1c77e73-0dc6-5ce3-bf8d-bf4033418a9a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/st-louisans-sidestep-another-potential-traffic-nightmare/article_1ffdca1d-8c43-54b9-9b09-284d63faae4f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/people-can-formally-air-gripes-about-tsa-scanners/article_81aab817-8a27-5670-9ea6-d6ff7e6c7b73.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/poplar-street-bridge-will-be-a-rough-ride-for-a/article_7ff429e9-2f0f-539a-ba4c-2b88dd6e6879.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/ferry-closures-result-in-longer-commutes-when-rivers-rise/article_86df411f-e5d0-5c76-8f4a-f5008f8c0859.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/ferry-closures-result-in-longer-commutes-when-rivers-rise/article_86df411f-e5d0-5c76-8f4a-f5008f8c0859.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/opposition-builds-to-south-county-connector-proposal/article_1143cb25-a281-515e-ba21-e02d59b92c9a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/opposition-builds-to-south-county-connector-proposal/article_1143cb25-a281-515e-ba21-e02d59b92c9a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/st-louis-county-needs-to-rethink-south-county-connector-project/article_4eacc898-8908-5e3c-aa2c-5079e38e2097.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/st-louis-county-needs-to-rethink-south-county-connector-project/article_4eacc898-8908-5e3c-aa2c-5079e38e2097.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/put-connector-in-a-different-place/article_3a043024-282b-5323-84bd-f689ec565e49.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/put-connector-in-a-different-place/article_3a043024-282b-5323-84bd-f689ec565e49.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/south-county-connector-not-worth-the-small-benefit/article_fc7dfe44-a3aa-5dcc-8a01-faf69983211e.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/mailbag/letters-to-the-editor/south-county-connector-not-worth-the-small-benefit/article_fc7dfe44-a3aa-5dcc-8a01-faf69983211e.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/trailnet-chief-to-step-down-this-fall/article_e1c77e73-0dc6-5ce3-bf8d-bf4033418a9a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/metro/trailnet-chief-to-step-down-this-fall/article_e1c77e73-0dc6-5ce3-bf8d-bf4033418a9a.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/collapse-refocuses-attention-on-aging-spans/article_8d6287e4-57b4-56fc-b9cf-9e26b911c804.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/collapse-refocuses-attention-on-aging-spans/article_8d6287e4-57b4-56fc-b9cf-9e26b911c804.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/st-louisans-sidestep-another-potential-traffic-nightmare/article_1ffdca1d-8c43-54b9-9b09-284d63faae4f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/st-louisans-sidestep-another-potential-traffic-nightmare/article_1ffdca1d-8c43-54b9-9b09-284d63faae4f.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/people-can-formally-air-gripes-about-tsa-scanners/article_81aab817-8a27-5670-9ea6-d6ff7e6c7b73.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/people-can-formally-air-gripes-about-tsa-scanners/article_81aab817-8a27-5670-9ea6-d6ff7e6c7b73.html


9/3/14 12:14 PMProposed South County thoroughfare no relief to some : News

Page 3 of 4http://www.stltoday.com/news/traffic/along-for-the-ride/proposed-sou…no-relief-to-some/article_936e2cc7-de10-534a-97bc-4ba15fd0f227.html

Tags

MORE FROM STLTODAY.COM

Marthasville woman awoke to find naked
neighbor in her bed (STLtoday)
Racial upheaval could start profound
changes (STLtoday)
Illinois party bus driver charged with DUI
(STLtoday)
After SARAA Alert, baby missing from
Ferguson found safe in St. Louis (STLtoday)
She quit her job, took a leap of faith. And
then Ferguson erupted (STLtoday)

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Ten Years In, What Happened to Maria
Sharapova? (Wall St. Cheat Street)
What to avoid when cleaning hardwood
floors (Shaw Floors)
This Is Why You Don't Drink And Boat
(Playboy)
Hot Pictures of Funny Car Racer Courtney
Force (RantSports)
Judge Judy Closes Dumb Criminal's Case in
20 Seconds  (Blinkx)

SPONSORED LINKS

to use their cellphones to get real-time information about

specific highways.

The service was provided at no cost to taxpayers. But a

private partner could not sustain the model, which was based

on minimal advertising, MoDOT officials said.

The 511 service averaged about 100 to 250 calls a day, said

Tom Blair, MoDOT’s assistant district engineer in St. Louis.

MoDOT officials said they have other tools to assist drivers

and can no longer offer the 511 hotline without cost to

Missouri taxpayers.

Those include a traffic map available on the MoDOT website

and through a mobile application, the Gateway Guide

website, text alerts and email updates, and the electronic

message boards that convey information about traffic tie-ups.

Drivers also can call MoDOT’s 24-hour customer service

center at 1-888-275-6636.

Ken Leiser is the transportation writer at the Post-Dispatch. Read his

Along for the Ride column online and every Sunday in the newspaper.
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